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Foreword

Arizona continues to be a source of adventure, recreation, and relaxation for
those who call the Grand Canyon State home and for visitors from around the
globe. From the cool pines of the north to the desert landscapes of the south,
Arizona is a land of opportunity, natural beauty, and cultural wonders.

Now more than ever, Arizona residents and visitors
alike are finding new adventures in exploring the
outdoors, hiking, fishing, camping, biking, swimming,
and stargazing—and they are rediscovering why they
fell in love with Arizona in the first place.

| commend the Arizona State Parks
and Trails for their efforts to develop
a comprehensive strategy that not
only engaged Arizona stakeholders,
residents, and outdoor recreation
providers throughout its
development, but invites continued
engagement and collaboration to
deliver meaningful results.

Gr ey

Douglas A. Ducey
Governor of the State of Arizona

ARIZONA

GRAND CANYON STATE

Awaiting Arizona's residents and tourists
are endless outdoor adventures, from
lakeside shorelines and rushing rivers to
wandering mountain trails and cultural
preserves, from community parks and
recreational sites to exploring nature
and seeing wildlife.

It is my pleasure to share with

you Arizona's 2023 Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan (SCORP). The plan addresses
how we, as a state, are all stewards of
Arizona’s unique natural and cultural
resources and together can enhance
the outdoor recreation experiences for
residents and visitors alike.

This SCORP effort was a collaboration among stakeholders from across the
state who represented the public and private sectors; local, state, tribal, and
federal agencies; and advocacy organizations. Also, more than 6,500 Arizona
residents provided feedback regarding their outdoor recreation experiences

and priorities going forward.

We look forward to continuing to partner with stakeholders and residents
from across the state to use this plan to further our shared values and
contribute to our goal of enhancing Arizona's outdoor recreation experiences.

Bob Broscheid

Executive Director, Arizona State Parks and Trails

J]ARIZONA

STATE PARKS & TRAILS
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ARIZONA SCORP 2023

Executive Summary

Arizona’s outdoor recreation opportunities call out to residents
and visitors alike. The Grand Canyon State provides unique
and finite natural and cultural resources, open spaces, parks,
trails, lakes, and rivers to enjoy a range of outdoor activities.
The natural beauty of Arizona beckons people outdoors, and
they spend countless hours and dollars pursuing their outdoor
recreation activities. In return, Arizona's residents gain greater
appreciation for conserving and sustaining the state’s outdoor
resources now and for generations to come.



STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR

RECREATION PLAN (SCORP)

Every five years, Arizona State Parks and Trails (ASPT) leads the development

of a Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) to maintain
eligibility for funding through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
consistent with the requirements of the LWCF Act (54 U.S.C. § 200305(f)(3)) and
to inform additional investments from other federal, state, local, and private
programs. However, given the significance of outdoor recreation in the state, this
plan is much more than a federal requirement for funding. This plan addresses
how we, as a state, across boundaries and jurisdictions, can protect and enhance
the outdoor recreation assets that help to sustain our health, our economy, and
our livelihoods—and support opportunities for residents and visitors alike. It also
outlines a strategy to ensure our outdoor recreation experiences remain resilient

“The last two years have felt like 20, but there has been key learning
that | can use in continually moving forward. As a land manager, you
need to manage external forces, including the impact of the drought,
rising temperatures, wildfires, along with overcrowding, funding, and
staffing issues. | am not alone—these same challenges are being
experienced across Arizona and the western states. However, working
together with other land managers and our local, state, and federal
agencies, we shared best practices—what is working and not working.
We learned, adapted, and moved forward, and that collaboration has
been instrumental in our ability to better serve our visitors. That is also
why the SCORP is such a great resource.”

amid environmental pressures and growing use and demand.

—Arizona Outdoor Recreation Provider Survey, January 2022

THE POWER OF COLLABORATION:

TURNING SHARED LEARNING INTO ACTION

As one considers what has happened in outdoor recreation since 2020, it could be
said that it has been “the best of times and the worst of times.” While there have
been more people recreating outdoors than ever before and short-term funding
given to support outdoor recreation, Arizona also has had to address a pandemic
and growing environmental challenges, including a record-setting drought,
wildfires, low water levels in lakes and rivers, and increased usage that directly
affects its natural resources. With these challenges have come opportunities: Some
providers reported increased collaboration, shared learning, and greater agility
out of necessity in responding to these ever increasing and evolving challenges.
Outdoor recreation providers, programs, and projects continue to experience
these challenges in their pursuit to help Arizona’s residents and visitors access and
engage with the outdoors while protecting the state’s natural resources.

Arizona's 2023 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)
was developed in close collaboration with a wide range of partners to
provide a shared vision for the future of Arizona’s outdoors. This SCORP
considers both conservation and recreation together as values that are
closely intertwined. In addition, the SCORP looks at current and changing
demographics and recreation trends to help the outdoor recreation sector be
culturally relevant and agile in responding to future shifts. The SCORP does
not focus on any agency or individual recreation uses. Rather, it supports all
outdoor recreation-providing organizations and user groups and seeks broad
engagement of outdoor recreationists and conservationists while including
community voices in solutions and action.

ARIZONA STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP) 2023 | 7
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Executive Summary

PLANNING AND COORDINATION FOR

SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH

Arizona has the second fastest growing population in the country, with a

current population of 7.3 million projected to jump to 10 million people by
2050. Between now and 2030, the projected population growth rate is 1.4% per
year over the next decade (twice the national average). More residents and a
growing number of tourists means public recreation areas will be facing crowding
and maintenance backlogs, while balancing traditional and emerging outdoor
recreation pursuits. Increased use and year-round activity can affect natural
landscapes and native wildlife. These are challenges that can be best addressed
with thoughtful planning, collaboration, and coordination with a wide range of
stakeholders throughout the state.

PUBLIC VOICES — OVER 6,500 PARTICIPANTS

To assure voices of the public, invested outdoor recreationists, and providers were

represented in the SCORP, surveys and interviews were conducted across Arizona.

One of the largest public studies ever conducted for the state’s SCORP was
completed. For this demographically-representative study of Arizona residents,
a total of 5,444 surveys and interviews in Spanish and English were completed
online, by phone, and on mobile devices. An additional 1,324 online surveys
were completed by invested outdoor recreationists through Arizona State Parks
and Trails and other partners’ communication channels.

INCREASED PARTICIPATION IN OUTDOOR RECREATION
While 72% of Arizona residents participated in outdoor recreation within

the last year, when asked if they are planning to participate in at least one
outdoor recreation activity in the next 12 months, 97% responded yes. It is
essential to understand the needs of these outdoor recreation users, as well as
the providers of outdoor recreational experiences, to successfully plan for the
future of conservation and recreation in Arizona. As part of the 2023 SCORP
development process, stakeholders participated in focus groups and listening
sessions. These stakeholders along with working group members were essential
in sharing experiences and challenges of outdoor recreation users and providers.
The statewide surveys involving Arizona residents and invested users answered

a series of questions that looked at why Arizona residents are motivated to take
part in outdoor recreation, what barriers stand in their way, and their perspectives
on outdoor recreation, funding priorities, and the relationship between outdoor
recreation and conservation.

8

Key Motivators — Health
and Wellness and Social
Connections

Those who recreate outdoors had
a variety of motivations, the most
popular being to promote a healthy
lifestyle through physical activity,
followed closely by improving
mental health, and opportunities
for family interaction. The most
common recreational activity
statewide and regionally is visiting
a local park; walking, jogging,

or running on trails or at a park;
followed closely by day hiking

Rank Top 10 Activities

Visiting a local park

Walking, jogging, running on
trails or at park

w

Day hiking
Picnicking / gathering outdoors

Visiting a natural/wilderness
area

Attending outdoor events

Visiting a historical site

(-]

Swimming outdoors

0

Bird / wildlife watching

o

Fishing

Barriers to Outdoor
Recreation — Need for
Increased Access, Equity,
and Facilitating Connections

The top five barriers to Arizonans'
recreation participation were
COVID/pandemic, too busy, do not
have the equipment, fees are too
high, and do not have companions
or people to go with. These
responses are very telling, including
how one defines outdoor recreation
and some misconceptions. These
barriers were considered in
developing strategies to support
access and equity and to facilitate
further connections with others,
existing groups, and the outdoors.

Also, when looking at outdoor
recreation characteristics over the
last five years, the public perceived
that they had all stayed the same,
including recreation opportunities,
and services related to use of parks
and recreation facilities. However,
according to providers these two
categories of outdoor reaction in
Arizona had increased. This may
show a need for more targeted
communication strategies to keep
the public informed about the
available opportunities.




Public Support for Funding to Increase Access to Trails

and Facilities and Protect Natural Settings

The public's recreation priorities focus on providing more walking trails and
pathways; increasing easy/convenient access points to trails, pathways,
waterways, and facilities; and protecting and encouraging more natural

settings at outdoor recreation areas and facilities. Having the ability

to recreate close to home remains popular in terms of current activity
participation (e.g., walking or jogging outdoors) and preferences for future
opportunities (e.g., walking trails and paths, playgrounds, etc.) among
Arizona residents.

OUTDOOR RECREATION PROVIDERS

A total of 112 surveys were completed by agencies and organizations involved
in providing outdoor recreation, including representatives from federal, state,
county, town/city, tribal, and non-government organizations. When surveyed,
outdoor recreation providers named the activities/conditions that often
negatively affect recreation users, including littering / vandalism, noise, and
mixed-use areas or trails causing conflicts among users, followed by crowding.

According to providers, the programs that are offered most often are for adults,
older adults, and families. While providers are looking to offer expanded and
specialized programming, most noted the challenges in making that happen
are due to staffing shortages and lack of financial support.

SHARED FOCUS ON CONSERVATION AMONG THE PUBLIC,
INVESTED OUTDOOR RECREATIONISTS, AND PROVIDERS
When asked to rate their level of concern about issues that can affect their
outdoor recreation experience, the public and providers agree—the top three
issues are drought, wildfires that threaten outdoor recreation areas, and water
levels in lakes and rivers.

These concerns are also affecting a shift in funding priorities, while maintaining
existing trails and outdoor recreation and cultural facilities is still the top
response, a close second and third are protecting natural and cultural
resources and providing habitat, preservation, and restoration.

Arizona's future focus should be in the use of public lands, the public and
providers agree that the focus should be divided about equally between
conserving natural resources with providing outdoor recreation opportunities.
A combined 43% of the public believes the focus should be somewhat more or
almost entirely on conserving natural resources.

s

Arizona’s Future Focus in Use of Public Lands Arizona Invested
Among those planning to recreate outdoors in next Public Users
12 months N=5,274 N=1,322

Providers

N=112

Future focus should be almost entirely on

o, O, ()
providing outdoor recreation opportunities L6740 R e
Future focus should be somewhat more on o o o
providing outdoor recreation opportunities 7:4% 7:2% 5.4%
Future focus should be divided about o o o
equally between the two [33.1%] |49'7 & ‘ |64'3 A"
Future focus should be somewhat more |21 8%| |25 1% ‘ |21 4%‘

on conserving natural resources

Future focus should be almost entirely

13.2% 6.3%

\_on conserving natural resources

Did You Know?

Approximately 82 percent of
Arizona's land comprises national
forests, national parks, recreation
and wilderness areas, wildlife
preserves and Indian reservations.

ARIZONA STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP) 2023 | 9
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Executive Summary

Through a collaborative and inclusive SCORP process, the following
four priority areas have been identified for the next five years.

0 ¢

Conservation and Sustainable Outdoor Connection, Community,
Environmental Stewardship Recreation

o

Pathways to Health
and Economic Vitality and Wellness

These priorities reflect the current trends, opportunities, and challenges facing
Arizona's outdoor recreation resources today. Each priority includes a primary
goal, followed by specific objectives and actionable strategies. The inter-
connected priorities are critical components to achieving a future vision
where Arizona's outdoors continues to provide rich recreation experiences
while conserving natural and cultural resources.

Avrizona State Parks and Trails looks forward to continuing to partner with
stakeholders and residents from across the state to use the SCORP 2023 to further
our shared values and contribute to our goal of enhancing Arizona’s outdoor
recreation experiences now and for future generations.

10
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Did You Know?

The Sonoran Desert is the most
biologically diverse desert in
North America.
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CONSERVATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Goal: Engage in responsible stewardship of Arizona’s unique and
finite natural and cultural resources, open spaces, parks, lakes,
and rivers, while continuing to address environmental factors
to achieve a balance between conservation and recreation.

0 Foster sustainable outdoor recreation through conservation and stewardship.

Strategy 1: Provide consistent messaging and educational materials around environmental
stewardship and associated actions for agencies, organizations, and the public.

Strategy 2: Advocate for public-private partnerships to enhance education on stewardship,
including promoting Appreciate AZ and Leave No Trace principles.

Strategy 3: Identify and seek to address gaps in communication (between agencies, from
agencies to groups and individuals, individuals and groups to agencies, and individuals
and groups to each other) to help mitigate potential negative environmental impacts.
Strategy 4: Leverage Arizonans’ interest in conservation and stewardship by engaging
the public to support and participate in the implementation of statewide, regional, and
local strategies.

© Optimize resources (financial, human, and other) through partnerships to fund
and execute activities that address the balance between conservation and recreation.

Strategy 1: Leverage individual and organization resources to address environmental,
social, and individual factors that affect the balance between conservation and recreation.

Strategy 2: Optimize current funding and seek new funding opportunities through public-
private and cross-sector partnerships.

© Advance regional and statewide alliances that address the balance between
conservation and outdoor recreation.

Strategy 1: Coordinate with public agencies and private organizations to identify and act
to protect critical habitat and at-risk resources (e.g., lakes and rivers) across jurisdictions,
plans, etc.

Strategy 2: Engage in collaborative multi-agency and individual resource and visitation
planning to reduce negative impacts.

Strategy 3: Amplify tribal voices in outdoor recreation planning efforts. Develop a
collaborative strategy with tribal members for planning, managing, interpreting, and
educating the public on their traditional cultural properties and resources.

J

SUSTAINABLE OUTDOOR
RECREATION

Goal: Create and expand upon a sustainable outdoor recreation
network that ensures Arizonans and visitors feel invited, welcome,
and safe, and have access to these resources.

€ Develop multi-organization, sustainable outdoor recreation plans that may
include conservation, restoration, maintenance, and visitor use management
efforts to support outdoor recreation spaces.

Strategy 1: Update and review outdoor recreation facilities and site asset information
from federal, state, county, local, and tribal outdoor recreation providers.

Strategy 2: |dentify gaps between the supply and demand in outdoor recreation in
Arizona. Assess and monitor outdoor recreation spaces for proactive management.

Strategy 3: Develop short-, medium- and long-term goals, objectives, and strategies
for multi-organization, regional, and statewide plans.

© Pursue sustainable funding to support the operation, programs, and
maintenance of existing outdoor recreation spaces, as well as the acquisition and
development of new outdoor recreation spaces to ensure that Arizona’s growing
population continues to have access to high-quality outdoor experiences.

Strategy 1: Identify grants and other funding strategies available to support multi-
organization, regional or statewide goals related to outdoor recreation and protecting
natural and cultural resources.

Strategy 2: Propose sustainable funding mechanisms that provide support outside of
grants and current agency budgets.

Strategy 3: Evaluate funding sources to close the current gap that limits
underrepresented populations from taking part in outdoor recreation in the state.

@ Maintain, manage, and improve existing infrastructure to meet the needs
of Arizonans.

Strategy 1: Maintain existing trails, outdoor recreation, and cultural facilities.

Strategy 2: Improve access for visitors of all abilities (physical and cognitive).

Strategy 3: Provide an integrated network of outdoor recreation opportunities
that supplies different options where Arizonans and visitors feel invited,
welcome, and safe.




PRIORITY 3

CONNECTION, COMMUNITY,
AND ECONOMIC VITALITY

Goal: Provide high-quality recreation experiences that help to
connect individuals and families with their communities and to
each other, while supporting outdoor recreation as an important
economic driver in communities across Arizona.

© Broaden outreach, education, and information available.

Strategy 1: Connect individuals of all ages and families to the land and the natural and
cultural resources of Arizona through existing relationships with organizations, clubs,
and educational institutions.

Strategy 2: Create communication channels and education opportunities for people
of all ages—from children to older adults—to further expand their knowledge and
experiences with outdoor recreation.

Strategy 3: Increase the use of technology, online resources, and mobile devices (e.g.,
apps, GPS, websites, and social media) to promote and connect people to the outdoors.
Strategy 4: Assure communication materials and signage are easy to understand, and
use language and images that are inclusive and representative of the population.

(2] Encourage outdoor recreation providers to build new and strengthen existing
partnerships with other organizations and individuals to provide a network that
addresses community connection and recreation opportunities.

Strategy 1: Improve community-to-community outdoor recreation connectivity using
multi-scale planning and multi-modal transportation infrastructure.

Strategy 2: Use universal design to ensure that outdoor recreation spaces are accessible
to the widest possible range of visitors.

Strategy 3: Partner to address community concerns, such as emergency response,

litter, and misuse of outdoor recreation spaces to ensure that these spaces are inviting,
welcoming, and safe for visitors.

© cCultivate community vibrancy and economic vitality through healthy lands,
lakes, and rivers that support sustainable outdoor recreation.

Strategy 1: Collaborate with communities to identify local and regional outdoor
recreation opportunities that provide community and economic benefit.

Strategy 2: Coordinate community and regional efforts to address identified outdoor
recreation needs.

k Strategy 3: |dentify opportunities for multiple funding streams.

.

PRIORITY 4

PATHWAYS TO HEALTH
AND WELLNESS

Goal: Expand pathways to health and wellness for
Arizonans through outdoor recreation with access to open
spaces, natural areas, parks, and recreation sites.

o Improve access and entry points to outdoor recreation for its health and
wellness benefits.

Strategy 1: Identify and aid in the development, expansion, and maintenance of
recreational facilities within easy access to population centers and economically
disadvantaged and underrepresented areas.

Strategy 2: Improve connectivity and access to recreation facilities.

Strategy 3: Provide tools to help connect individuals and groups to outdoor
recreation opportunities, programs, and sites (e.g., an integrated resource for visitors
to find recreation opportunities to fit their needs and capabilities).

© Create a safe and welcoming environment that will enhance participation in
and enjoyment of the health and wellness benefits of outdoor recreation.

Strategy 1: Build relationships with organizations and individuals to better
understand and address barriers and access issues for diverse populations.
Strategy 2: Develop or aid in the development of initiatives, programs, and projects
that help to mitigate conflicts between people using the same trails, parks, etc.
Strategy 3: Engage directly with diverse populations with health and wellness
benefits of outdoor recreation messaging.

© Advance collaborative efforts among community groups, schools, and
health and recreation providers to increase nature-based education, recreation,
and other policies and practices that promote outdoor recreation for improving
public health and wellness.

Strategy 1: Leverage investment in outdoor recreation projects that advance the
health and wellness benefits of outdoor recreation.

Strategy 2: Identify and pursue cross-sector funding opportunities.

Strategy 3: Foster public-private partnerships. Partner with businesses to support
workplace health promotion programs and connect them with outdoor recreation
opportunities.

J

ARIZONA STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP) 2023 | 13



.

-

§

Dead Man'’s Trail
Sedona Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Bureau

14

Introduction

What Is the Statewide Comprehensive

Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)?

The Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
(SCORP) serves as a guide for all public outdoor recreation
and addresses how we, as a state, across boundaries and
jurisdictions, can protect and enhance the outdoor recreation
assets that help to sustain our health, our economy, and

our livelihoods and support opportunities for residents and
visitors alike. It also outlines a strategy to ensure our outdoor
recreation experiences remain resilient amid environmental
pressures and growing use and demand. Every five years,
Arizona State Parks and Trails (ASPT) leads the development of
the SCORP. The SCORP is required of every state to be eligible
for the federal Land and Water Conservation Funds (LWCF)
Program guided by the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act
(54 U.S.C. § 200305(f)(3)).



LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND IN ARIZONA (LWCF)
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) federal matching grants are available to
states, counties, local, and tribal governments for outdoor recreation enhancement,
developing and acquiring land and water areas, natural resource protection, and
conservation. The LWCF grants increase recreational opportunities for Arizona's
residents and its visitors through cooperation and collaboration among the public and
private sectors; local, state, tribal, and federal agencies; and advocacy organizations.

Since 1965, Arizona has received approximately $84 million through the LWCF to
fund over 750 outdoor recreation projects. The LWCF has two parts, the “state-side,”
which funds state and local projects, and the “federal-side,” which funds federal land
purchases.

Arizona State Parks and Trails is responsible for receiving and allocating LWCF funding.
ASPT administers the “state-side”—state and local portion of the LWCF. ASPT also holds
the authority to represent and act for the state to work with the Department of the
Interior for the LWCF Act.

The goals for the LWCF State Assistance Program are:

A. Meet state and locally identified public outdoor recreation resource needs to
strengthen the health and vitality of the American people.

B. Increase the number of protected state and local outdoor recreation resources
and ensure their availability for public use in perpetuity.

C. Encourage sound planning and long-term partnerships to expand the quantity—

and to ensure the quality—of needed state and local outdoor recreation resources.

This SCORP has been a collaborative effort among a broad range of stakeholders and
outdoor recreation providers, as well as the voices of the public, to develop a concise
and actionable plan.

Did You Know?

Arizona is the only state which
includes a part of each of the four
deserts found in North America:
the Sonoran Desert (our largest),
the Mohave Desert, the Great
Basin and the Chihuahuan Desert.

LAND & WATER

CONSERVATION
=2 FUND 2+

Cholla Cove Park
Arizona State Parks and Trails
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HOW TO USE

THIS DOCUMENT

Several features of this SCORP
are designed to help you use the
document more efficiently.

1. A section was developed for each
of the four priorities. This is to
help you navigate the document
and find the information that is
most relevant to you.

2. Each priority has a featured
case study of communities,
organizations, and programs that
were funded with LWCF funds,
and a topic-focused guest-
authored piece.

3. To make the SCORP easy to
read, some material, including
documents related to the
grant application process, and
additional resources are included
in the appendix.

4. Look for the "Did You Know?”
interesting and fun facts about
Arizona and outdoor recreation.
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LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND (LWCF) PROJECTS
AND FUNDING FROM 1965 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2022
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THE GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOORS ACT, AMERICAN
RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA), AND ARIZONA LWCF GRANTS
On August 4, 2020, the Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA) was signed into
law, authorizing $900 million annually in permanent funding for LWCF. Prior

to the passage of GAOA, funding for LWCF relied on annual Congressional
appropriations. In addition, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) was signed into
law approximately one year later on March 11, 2021, and provides $350 billion in
additional funding for state and local governments, some of which is being used
on parks deferred maintenance and infrastructure.

LWCEF state-side grants can be used for a range of projects from acquiring land for
and building, hiking and biking trails; improving community parks, playgrounds
and baseball fields; providing public access to rivers, lakes, and other water
resources; protecting historic and cultural sites; to conserving natural landscapes.

Arizona's state-side LWCF share is based on a formula comprised of land area and
population factors. As Arizona’s population has increased over the years so has
the need for outdoor recreation resources. LWCF state-side is a 50:50 matching
program. Since the beginning of the LWCF in Arizona, more than 750 LWCF
grants have been awarded totaling $84,275,753 with a leveraged amount of
$145,358,937, resulting in a significant contribution to Arizona’s outdoor reaction
now and for future generations.

COLLABORATION KEY IN DEVELOPING THE SCORP

To develop Arizona’s SCORP, Arizona State Parks and Trails and its partners actively
engaged a wide variety of stakeholders, outdoor recreation providers, and the
public to reflect on evolving outdoor recreation and conservation challenges

and opportunities. The SCORP provides the framework to strategically allocate
LWCF dollars (combined with investments from other federal, state, local, and
private funding programs) and support collaborations with outdoor recreation
providers that promote both recreational enjoyment and thoughtful conservation
of Arizona'’s unique natural and cultural resources.



2023 SCORP PLANNING PROCESS

The Arizona 2023 SCORP was developed by a multi-disciplinary team of
research and outdoor recreation professionals, with input from boards, advisory
committees; a broad range of stakeholders representing outdoor recreation
and natural resources from local, state, and federal governmental agencies;
tribal communities; nonprofits; and private organizations from around the
state. Participants were selected to represent diversity and a broad spectrum of
perspectives about outdoor recreation and natural resource management.

Stakeholders
The three phases of research included:

e Three, two-hour stakeholder sessions took place in which participants
identified outdoor recreation issues; these issues were then categorized,
ranked, and discussed in more detail in small groups.

e Follow-up focus groups and short surveys were conducted with
underrepresented groups, including tribal members, LGBTQ+, Black,
Indigenous and/or People of Color (BIPOC) community members, and
individuals with mobility challenges.

e Three working group sessions were conducted where members worked
with theASU team to analyze, aggregate, and summarize the main points
discussed during stakeholder sessions and follow up data collection with
underrepresented groups.

Public

e Arandom sample survey and interviews were conducted with Arizona's
residents. The public participants were demographically representative of the
state’s population. The 20-minute survey was conducted online, by phone,
and on mobile devices and was available in Spanish and English. A total of

5,444 surveys and interviews of Arizona residents statewide were completed.

e Arizona residents not contacted through the random sample survey could
take part in the same survey online through Arizona State Parks and Trails’
website. Outreach was also done through ASPT's communication channels
and partners via email, social media, conferences, and other channels. A total
of 1,324 surveys were completed online in Spanish and English.

e Arizona State Parks and Trails also included “quick questions” on its website
to address some of the topics in the SCORP survey to gather additional
feedback among those individuals who might not otherwise be interested
in taking part in the survey. Comments also were collected throughout this
process, and key findings were shared as the SCORP project progressed.

Outdoor Recreation Providers

e Agencies and organizations involved in providing outdoor recreation
opportunities in Arizona took part in a 20-minute online survey. Outdoor
recreation providers were throughout Arizona, with representation from
federal, state, county, city or town, tribal communities, and non-government
organizations. A total of 112 surveys were completed by outdoor
recreation providers statewide.

Tribal

e Arizona State Parks and Trails also sent a letter requesting tribal
consultation on the 2023 SCORP to Arizona's 22 federally recognized
American Indian tribes and nations.

PUBLIC COMMENT

The draft SCORP was made available on the Arizona State Parks and Trails
website August 3 through September 2, 2022. Partners and members of the
public were notified using various ASPT communication channels, such as email,
social media, and electronic newsletters, as well as through the communication
channels of partners and asked to review the document and share their
thoughts and recommendations. Overall, 41 respondents submitted comments
to Arizona State Parks and Trails primarily by email.

ARIZONA STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP) 2023 | 17



ARIZONA SCORP 2023

Introduction

SCORP 2023 PRIORITIES FOCUSED ON

MEETING CURRENT AND PROJECTED NEEDS

In reviewing the development process of the previous SCORP 2018, the primary
input was from outdoor recreation providers; whereas in 2023, there was a
greater representation of the public and stakeholders in addition to outdoor
recreation providers.

For both the 2018 and 2023 SCORP, findings and insights were also linked to
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) and other national and state
priorities. Based on insights gathered from the stakeholders, public, and outdoor
recreation providers, the following three NRPA defined areas were focused on in
the 2023 SCORP due to the following historical events:

e Conservation - Impacts of the drought, wildfires, reduction in water supply,
along with the growing population and the increased use of Arizona's unique

and finite natural and cultural resources, open spaces, parks, lakes, and rivers.

e Social Equity - Growing emphasis to engage underrepresented populations
and making outdoor recreation more accessible and welcoming to all.

e Health and Wellness - Effects of COVID-19 and a growing focus on physical
and mental health.

In 2018, the Optimizing System Vitality priority was added to address the state’s
implementation of the Arizona Management System.

In comparing the two SCORPS, the 2018 priorities are still represented in the
2023 SCORP; however, the majority of 2018 focus span across the four 2023
priorities and are addressed in the objectives and strategies.

Did You Know?

There are 11.2 million acres of
National Forest in Arizona, and
one-fourth of the state is forested.

\J
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HOW TO UTILIZE THE SCORP

This plan acts as a resource for outdoor recreation providers and organizations.
All' 50 states’ SCORPs are recognized by local, state, and federal agencies

as the primary guiding documents for outdoor recreation. The goals and
recommendations should guide future planning efforts, help with grant
applications, serve as the basis for coordinated action and collaboration, and be
a unifying vision of outdoor recreation for the state. Specifically, applications for
LWCEF state-side grants should use language from this document when applying
for funding. We recommend highlighting how individual projects align with
SCORP priorities. The Grant Application Process and Scoring (Open Project
Selection Process) is included in Appendix B and provides a detailed overview
of the process of selecting grantees over four phases: Screening, Evaluation,
Recommendation, and Final Review.

Tonto National Monument
An Pham
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PARTICIPATION RATES IN OUTDOOR RECREATION

The Outdoor Foundation has developed the Outdoor Participation Trends Report
for 15 years. The annual report examines demographics of the outdoor participant—
defined as someone who participated in an outdoor activity at least one time in the
past year. The following data was gathered during the 2021 calendar year.

Outdoor participation continues to grow at record levels. More than half (54%)
of Americans ages 6 and over participated in at least one outdoor activity in
2021, and the outdoor recreation participant base grew 2.2% in 2021 to 164.2
million participants. This growing number of outdoor enthusiasts, however, did
not fundamentally alter long-term declines in high frequency or “core” outdoor
participation.

Additional key findings of the report include the following:

® The outdoor recreation participant base grew again in 2021. The outdoor
participant base has increased 6.9% since the COVID pandemic began in
early 2020. Although many of the official restrictions on indoor entertainment
including restaurants, bars, and sporting events ended in 2021, outdoor
recreation participation continued to grow.

¢ New outdoor participants are more diverse than the overall outdoor
participant base and are driving increasing diversity not only by ethnicity but
also across age groups.

e High frequency or “core” participation in outdoor recreation is declining. The
outdoor recreation “core” participant, defined as someone who participates
51 times or more in outdoor recreation activities in the past 12 months, has
declined from 71.9% in 2007 to 58.7% of the participant base in 2021. In fact,
the number of core participants has declined from 99.5 million in 2007 to
96.4 million today.

® The number of participants 55 years and older increased more than 14%
since 2019, and senior participants ages 65 and older were in the fastest
growing age category with 16.9% growth since the COVID pandemic began
in early 2020.

e Despite increases in the number of participants, the number of outdoor
outings is declining significantly. The number of outings has been in decline
for the past decade and the increased number of participants are not
stemming the tide.

PARTICIPATION BY ACTIVITY
Overall, the top five outdoor reaction activities nationally among ages 6 and over:

-

s . Percentage of Total
Activity :z%;mz::;‘ Total Population
(Ages 6 and Over)
Walking 115.8 38.0%
Running 64.5 21.2%
Hiking 58.7 19.3%
Fishing 52.4 17.2%
Biking 51.4 16.9%
\Campmg 459 15.1% Y,

The top outdoor recreation activities with the highest rate of increase
nationally among those ages 6 and over include:

Ve
Rate of Increase
Activity in Participation
(Over 2 Years)
Pickleball 39.3%
Skateboarding 32.3%
Camping 27.7%
Hiking (day) 18.1%
\_ Kayaking 17.3% Y,
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Snapshot of National Outdoor Recreation Trends

IMPACT OF COVID-19

According to recent data from Penn State’s Department of Recreation, Park,

and Tourism Management in collaboration with the Leave No Trace Center

for Outdoor Ethics, nearly half of adults from across the United States now
participate in outdoor recreation on at least a monthly basis. About 20% of
those people are thought to be new to outdoor recreation during the pandemic.

INCREASED VISITATION OF PARKS
The National Park Service showed a 25.3% increase in visitors during 2021,
as compared to 2020. While that is not quite as high as pre-pandemic levels,

certain individual parks saw record-high visitation, like Utah’s Canyonlands
National Park up 30%.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

Information from the federal Bureau of Economic Analysis shows that the
outdoor recreation economy accounted for 1.8% (or $374.3 billion) of current-
dollar gross domestic product (GDP) for the U.S. in 2020. It also generated $689
billion in consumer spending, as well as 4.3 million jobs. On a regional level,
the outdoor recreation economy in southwestern states and those bordering
Arizona, collectively totals $72.6 billion.

Arizona State Parks and Trails

\

-
Arizona California Colorado Nevada New Mexico Utah
Value Added $7.7 billion $44.5 billion $9.6 billion $4.0 billion $1.9 billion $4.9 billion
Employment (Number of Jobs) 95,183 488,755 120,063 49,501 25,916 61,890
Percent of State GDP 2.0% 1.5% 2.3% 1.9% 2.5%
State Employment 3.2% 2.8% 3.8% 3.1% 3.9%

Based on state-level data published on bea.gov; GDP estimates were published on October 1, 2021, and compensation and employment estimates were published on September 23, 2021.
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ACCESS FOR ALL

The outdoor recreation industry has long grappled with how to attract more
people to the great outdoors. Recently, traditional marketing efforts started
adopting noticeably more socially-conscious messaging, driven by a lack of
diversity among outdoor recreation enthusiasts. Indeed, while the pandemic
attracted more outdoor participants from a variety of backgrounds, there are
still disparities around race, income, and geographical location.

Research from the Outdoor Industry Association reveals new outdoor
participants are largely motivated by outdoor recreation opportunities within
10 miles of their homes. However, “more than 100 million Americans do not
live within walking distance of a park or green space,” notes the association.
"Furthermore, underrepresented communities often lack the resources and
funds to invest in outdoor areas, leaving many people three times more likely
to live in nature-deprived places.”

Believing that no one should be denied the transformative experiences of the
outdoors and nature, many organizations are devoting funds to improving
everyone's access to nature. These efforts run the full gamut, from infrastructure
projects, like “parkifying” underpasses and transforming abandoned buildings
and lots into green spaces, to creating more physical access points for visitors.
Other efforts are more administrative, like hiring more diverse workforces and
offering more paid internships to underrepresented youth.

Jack Malmgren Memorial Skate Park
City of Sedona

TECHNOLOGY AND VIRTUAL LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Outdoor recreation providers are improving Wi-Fi connections, and setting
up check-in locations or geofilters so social users can further personalize their
content. The more people see their online friends enjoying the outdoors, the
more likely they are to follow suit.

Programs like Agents of Discovery are being used by parks and helping parents
and teachers use three-dimensional augmented reality to further highlight
outdoor experiences by creating imaginative and educational missions, like
scavenger hunts and activity guides.

MORRO BAY

STATE PARK

HELLO AGENT .
EPLORE MoRRe BAY
§TATE PARK
IN A WHoLE NEw wWAY!

DOWNLOAD AND
PLAY FOR FREE

California State Parks

Nationwide, 2021 was an excellent year for outdoor recreation participation.
Participation rates were up across demographics—positive signs included increasing
participation rates for children, females of all ages, and men overall. Interest in
outdoor recreation remained high even as disruptions occurred related to the
COVID pandemicin 2021. During 2021, a record number of 164 million Americans
participated in outdoor recreation. Outdoor recreation participation continues to be
a robust recreation category with 54% of Americans participating overall.

ARIZONA STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP) 2023 | 23
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Arizona - The Grand Canyon State

Experiencing Arizona’s outdoors is a highlight for many Arizona
residents and visitors to the Grand Canyon State—and for good
reason. Northern Arizona draws many outdoor recreationists to
its pines and plateaus, while Central Arizona shows off with its
red rocks and the lush Verde Valley. Not to be outdone, Southern
Arizona greets guests with saguaro-filled landscapes and
stunning rock formations above and below ground, and Western
Arizona offers some of the best water sports and beaches in the
state. Rounding out the list, Eastern Arizona offers a little bit of
everything, from green forests to petrified wood and petroglyphs.



=
- g
Mt. Lemmon Windy Point
Visit Tucson
Did You Know?

Out of all the states in the

U.S., Arizona has the largest
percentage of its land designated
as American Indian lands.

PARKS AND MONUMENTS

From cactus to canyons, pine forests to sky islands, Arizona's parks and
monuments feature a wide array of scenery, history, and outdoor activities for

all ages. Arizona has 34 state parks and 24 National Park Service (NPS) units,
including three national parks (Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest, and Saguaro),
plus four national monuments administered by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), that offer everything from nature walks to stargazing to camping. Parks run
the gamut from natural settings to those that are more developed and support
specific outdoor recreation activities for residents of surrounding neighborhoods.
For example, many consider municipal parks the lifeblood of their communities
by offering outdoor recreation opportunities close to home, teaching new skills,
encouraging healthy activities, providing sites for team sports, and making
available recreational and educational programming.

LAKES AND RIVERS

Arizona beckons outdoor enthusiasts to boat, fish, float, and swim year-round
with 128 lakes and five major rivers. The state’s most famous river—the mighty
Colorado—is one of the longest rivers in the U.S. and is responsible not only for
carving the 277-mile chasm through the Grand Canyon but also for sustaining
more than 40 million people in seven states. Along Arizona’s seven other major
rivers, including the Salt, Gila and Verde rivers; rafting, tubing, and kayaking
provide a cool and scenic respite from the heat. Fishing is another popular
pastime, with a variety of trout, catfish, tilapia, crappie, and largemouth bass.

AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBAL LANDS

Indigenous people inhabited what became Arizona more than 12,000 years ago.
Today, 22 American Indian communities preserve their cultures and traditions on
land that accounts for one-quarter of Arizona. From the Navajo Nation in the high
country—the largest reservation in the United States—to picturesque areas along
the fertile flood plains of the Colorado River, the forests of central Arizona and the
vibrant Sonoran Desert of Southern Arizona, American Indian communities share
unique cultural experiences with visitors.

ARIZONA STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP) 2023 | 25
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OUTDOOR RECREATION PROVIDERS

In total, approximately 82% of lands in Arizona are managed by various tribes,
federal and state agencies, many of whom are responsible for providing for
both the outdoor recreation needs of the state’s residents as well as for the
protection and preservation of land for future generations.

While many Arizonans travel away from home to enjoy the vast opportunities
provided by Arizona's public lands, local governments provide most residents
with daily accessible outdoor recreation opportunities and programs.
Arizona's counties operate their own parks as well. These regional parks

may contain lakes, recreation and aquatic centers, environmental education
opportunities, miles of trails, camping, and event venues.

Nonprofit organizations and private businesses manage lands, and deliver
recreational activities and programs as well. Local nonprofit organizations
such as Riordan Action Network or Friends of Tubac Presidio State Historic
Park, partner with government organization to manage museums and restore
historic sites. The Arizona Trail Association is an example of a non-profit that
manages land across ownership and jurisdictions. The Nature Conservancy
and other national organizations aid in acquiring and managing more remote
natural and cultural areas. Private businesses such as tour guides, outfitters,
and rental companies offer a wide range of services to the recreating public.

There are many organizations, public and private, that serve to provide
opportunities to recreate outdoors while protecting Arizona’s scenic, special
places. Some of the public land management organizations which provide

recreation opportunities in the state are noted on this and the following pages.
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Arizona State Parks and Trails

Mission: Managing and conserving Arizona’s natural, cultural, and
recreational resources for the benefit of the people, both in our parks and
through our partners.

What we do: For over half a century, more than 30 exceptional parks
have been preserved, enhanced, and protected for the enjoyment of
locals and visitors across the state of Arizona. These lands, lakes, rivers,
historic buildings, and rich natural areas offer recreational and educational
opportunities to individuals, families, businesses, and communities.

Arizona State Parks and Trails not only promotes physical, spiritual, and
mental health and wellness within communities and the state, but are strong
economic drivers as well. Arizona State Parks and Trails secures funding

for recreational and educational programs, drives increased local visitation
and provides financial resources to recreational programs and partners
throughout the state. Helping to drive the economy, enhance and protect
local communities and cultures, Arizona State Parks and Trails represents
pride throughout our state.

Arizona became the 48th State of the United States on February 14, 1912,
making it one of the youngest states. This is also true for the Arizona State
Parks and Trails system, established in 1957.

J]ARIZONA

STATE PARKS & TRAILS

o

Alamo Lake State Park
Arizona State Parks and Trails



Arizona Department of Transportation

Mission: The mission of the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) is:

Connecting Arizona. Everyone. Everywhere. Every Day.

What we do: The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) is a
multimodal transportation agency serving one of the fastest-growing areas
of the country. ADOT is responsible for planning, building, and operating a
complex highway system in addition to building and maintaining bridges
and the Grand Canyon Airport.

The Arizona Department of Transportation
e Manages 27 scenic roads and 37 historic roads.

e Oversees a grants program related to transit and other transportation-
related initiatives.

e Offers an Active Transportation program, providing information about
walking and riding a bicycle in Arizona, including safety tips, laws and
policies, maps and organizations.

Arecent project is the 6-mile shared-use path constructed in 2020 as part
of the Loop 202 South Mountain Freeway project. The path is now operated
and maintained by the City of Phoenix.

Bell Rock, State Route 179, Sedona
Arizona Department of Tourism

Arizona Game and Fish Department

Mission: To conserve Arizona’s diverse wildlife resources and manage for safe,
compatible outdoor recreation opportunities for current and future generations.

What we do: The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) is entrusted with
managing and conserving more than 800 wildlife species. The Arizona Game
and Fish Commission is responsible for establishing policies and rules for the
management, preservation, and harvest of Arizona's wildlife. The Department
has 37 Wildlife Areas, consisting of 304,468 acres of deeded and managed land.
AZGFD also has nine Shooting Ranges with a total of 5,806 acres.

Arizona Game and Fish Department
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American Indian Tribal and Nation Lands

Mission: Although missions vary by tribe, most tribal recreation departments
strive to increase opportunities and safe and accessible facilities to encourage
physical fitness and health for tribal community members of all ages. Many
tribes also provide unique, high quality educational, cultural and recreational
opportunities for visitors.

What we do: The twenty-two recognized American Indian tribes and nations
have inhabited what became Arizona more than 12,000 years ago, and
preserve their cultures and traditions on land that accounts for more than
one-quarter (28%) of the state. These sovereign entities have long provided
visitors the opportunity to learn about their unique and individual cultures
through museums and outdoor events such as festivals, arts and crafts shows,
and tours. While fishing and camping have been popular outdoor activities
attribally managed lakes, many tribes have also capitalized on their ability to
provide other outdoor recreation such as skiing, rodeos, guided hunts, and
other activities.

Access to tribal lands differs among the American Indian communities in
Arizona. Many tribes welcome visitors to experience their cultural ceremonies,
while others limit visitation to commercial areas. When visiting, remember the
following:

e Fach reservation operates under its own government and its own rules
for visitors.

e Sacred areas and graveyards are restricted areas and are not open to
the public.

e Alcohol is not tolerated except in designated areas such as casinos.

e Protecting the integrity of Arizona’s tribal lands and iconic natural beauty
is more important than ever. Follow these seven principles to leave no
trace as you explore.

Research the tribal land you plan to visit before your trip to make sure your
group respects specific regulations pertaining to taking photos and attending
ceremonial events. For specific information, contact the individual tribe(s)
prior to your visit.
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Arizona State Land Department

Mission: To manage State Trust lands and resources to enhance value and
optimize economic return for the Trust beneficiaries, consistent with sound
business management principles, prudent stewardship, and conservation needs
supporting socio-economic goals for citizens here today and future generations.
To act in the best interest of Trust for the enrichment of the beneficiaries and
preserve the long-term value of the State’s Trust lands.

What we do: Arizona has approximately 9.3 million surface acres and 9 million
subsurface acres of Trust lands. Scattered throughout the State, the Trust lands
are extremely diverse in character, ranging from Sonoran Desert lands, desert
grasslands, and riparian areas in the southern half of the state, to the mountains,
forests and Colorado Plateau regions of northern Arizona.

State Trust Lands are not public lands, but are instead the subject of a public Trust
created to support Arizona’s K-12 public schools and 12 other essential public
service institutions. The Trust accomplishes this mission in a number of ways,
including, through the lease of Trust lands for grazing, agriculture, and mineral
operations, and the sale of Trust land for development or, where appropriate,
open space uses. Recreationists can, however, buy permits that allow access and
use of State Trust Lands for recreation purposes. Providing outdoor recreation
opportunities is not the primary purpose of the State Land Department. The
infrastructure, information and operations staff and management that occurs on
other public lands is not available on State Trust Lands.

Watson Lake, Prescott
Arizona State Land Department


https://www.visitarizona.com/appreciate-az/

Bureau of Land Management

Mission: The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is responsible for managing
the nation'’s public lands and resources for a variety of uses such as energy
development, livestock grazing, recreation, and timber harvesting while
ensuring natural, cultural, and historic resources are maintained for present and
future use. To do this, the BLM manages public lands to maximize opportunities
for recreational, commercial, and conservation activities. This promotes healthy
and productive public lands that create jobs in local communities while
supporting traditional land uses such as responsible energy development,
timber harvesting, grazing, and recreation, including hunting and fishing. It is
the mission of the BLM to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the
public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.

What we do: BLM Arizona is responsible for administering 12.1 million acres
of public lands and 17.5 million subsurface acres. BLM offices across the state
manage many land uses and activities to enable important economic, social,
and environmental benefits for present and future generations of Americans.
Through meaningful engagement with our diverse partners and stakeholders,
BLM Arizona conducts responsible and balanced public land stewardship with
creativity and innovation.

MATIOMAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS

Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness
Bureau of Land Management

Bureau of Reclamation

Mission: The mission of the Bureau of Reclamation is to manage, develop, and
protect water and related resources in an environmentally and economically
sound manner in the interest of the American public. Reclamation’s multi-purpose
water projects typically include outdoor recreation facilities.

What we do: Reclamation is responsible for administering approximately 566,000
acres of public lands in Arizona. Reclamation’s offices in Arizona manage nine
recreation areas. Many of these sites are locally-managed through partnership
agreements with city and county agencies. These sites provide recreational
opportunities to the public, provide economic benefits to the partners, while

also providing for the protection of natural and cultural resources. In addition,
Reclamation permits recreational events such as marathons, off highway vehicle
activities, large group gatherings, fishing events and other recreational activities.

— BUREAU OF —
RECLAMATION

Bartlett Dam
Bureau of Reclamation
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National Park Service

Mission: The National Park Service (NPS) preserves unimpaired the natural and
cultural resources and values of the National Park System for the enjoyment,
education, and inspiration of this and future generations. The Park Service
cooperates with partners to extend the benefits of natural and cultural resource
conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world.

What we do: Since 1916, NPS has been entrusted to oversee the Nation’s 423
National Park System units which include national parks, historical battlefields,
historical parks and sites, monuments, lakeshores, seashores, scenic rivers

and trails, preserves, recreation areas, and other designations spanning more
than 85 million acres in every state and extend into territories including Puerto
Rico, Virgin Islands, American Samoa, and Guam. Within Arizona, the National
Park Service has responsibility for 24 National Park System units. For more
information see Appendix D.

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

A

Petrified Forest National Park
National Park Service
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Mission: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) works with others to
conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for
the continuing benefit of the American people. The agency's responsibilities
include managing the National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) System, which is the
world’s largest network of public lands dedicated to wildlife conservation;
enforcing the Endangered Species Act and other wildlife laws nationally and
abroad; operating fish hatcheries to propagate threatened and endangered
species, and supplying game fish to federally recognized tribes; and
ensuring a healthy environment for people by providing opportunities for
Americans to enjoy the outdoors and our shared natural heritage.

What we do: In Arizona, FWS operates nine grant programs, distributing
$39 million to the state in 2022. The FWS fisheries program propagates
Arizona's state fish, the Apache trout, which can only be caught around the
White Mountains in the eastern part of the state. The agency manages nine
national wildlife refuges totaling over 1.7 million acres, with four designated
wilderness areas totaling over 1.3 million acres providing a variety of public
outdoor recreational activities. Two major NWRs in the southwest portion of
the state are the half-million-acre Kofa NWR and the 860,000-acre Cabeza
Prieta NWR, both established in 1939 to protect the desert bighorn sheep.

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

Mohave Desert
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service



U.S. Forest Service

Mission: The mission of the U.S. Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity,
and productivity of the Nation's forests and grasslands to meet the needs of
present and future generations.

What we do: The U.S. Forest Service is a multi-faceted agency that manages
and protects 154 national forests and 20 grasslands in 43 states and Puerto
Rico. Boasting an elite wildland firefighting team and the world'’s largest forestry
research organization, Forest Service experts provide technical and financial
help to state and local government agencies, businesses, private landowners
and work government-to-government with tribes to help protect and manage
non-federal forest and associated range and watershed lands. The Forest
Service augments their work through partnerships with public and private
agencies that help plant trees, improve trails, educate the public, and improve
conditions in wildland/urban interfaces and rural areas, and also promotes
sustainable forest management and biodiversity conservation internationally.

Arizona lies within U.S. Forest Service Southwestern Region which totals 20.5
million acres. There are six national forests in Arizona totaling 11.1 million acres.
The agency is focused on shared stewardship, a collaborative approach to land
management that builds on a long history of partnerships with other agencies,
communities and other partners to manage the nation’s recreational assets.

See USFS land and resource management plans that are available in the
resources section in Appendix H.
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Coconino National Forest
U.S. Forest Service
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Arizona Regions: Arizona's 15 counties have been grouped into five
regions to correspond to the Arizona Office of Tourism’s designated regions:

Phoenix & Central Region Tucson & Southern Region

Maricopa and Pinal counties Cochise, Graham, Greenlee,
Pima, and Santa Cruz counties
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ARIZONA TOURISM AND OUTDOOR RECREATION
Guest Author: Colleen Floyd, Director of Research
Organization: Arizona Office of Tourism

Arizona's iconic landscapes and outdoor recreation opportunities call out to
residents and visitors alike. The tourism industry brings billions of dollars into
the Arizona economy each year ($25.5 billion in 2019), and the state’s outdoor
recreation opportunities are a key driver of visitation and economic growth.
Arizona is the sixth most-visited state in the U.S. for trips specifically taken to
spend time outdoors." More than half (54%) of Arizona’s domestic visitors
participate in outdoor activities on their trips, which is significantly higher than
the national average (42% of domestic trips).

The Arizona Office of Tourism’s mission is to stabilize and strengthen local
economies, protect environmental and cultural resources, create meaningful
visitor experiences, and enhance the quality of life for Arizonans through
tourism collaboration, promotion, and development. The things that make
Arizona such an amazing place to visit are the same that make it an amazing
place to live: beautiful weather, cultural experiences, incredible food and, of
course, our landscapes.

In our marketing research, one trend is abundantly clear: Arizona is the
outdoors. The state is known as “great for visiting state/national/tribal parks,”
and agreement with this phrase is correlated to higher visitation.? As a result,
Arizona landscapes feature heavily in the Office of Tourism’s marketing.

'Longwoods International, U.S. domestic overnight trips between 2017 and 2020

2FY19 Advertising Effectiveness Research, Strategic Marketing and Research Insights, June 2019

ECONOMIC VITALITY
AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP

Meet our Guest Author:
Colleen Floyd

| grew up in western Colorado and
spent a lot of time camping with my
parents and sister in the mountains
and Utah. My first camping trip to
Arizona was on my 13th birthday.
We stopped for a night at the Grand

Canyon, just as it started snowing.
The inversion obscured any view Rl et

of the canyon, so that time, | had
to settle for the IMAX view. Since
then, I've been back to the canyon
multiple times and taken my own
family camping up there.

the one in charge! We have made
lots of newbie mistakes (open tent
flaps during an afternoon rainstorm,
forgotten fuel for the stove... the

list goes on). But my kids often ask
Both my parents were experienced me when they get to go camping
campers, which made it a wonderful  next, so | must be doing OK! My
experience for my sister and me. oldest likes to meditate by water,
Now that | have my own family, | and my youngest likes to roll in dirt.
am slowly figuring out how to be Everybody wins!
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Snapshot of Arizona

ARIZONA TOURISM AND OUTDOOR RECREATION

Guest Author: Colleen Floyd, Director of Research
Organization: Arizona Office of Tourism

4 )
% OF DOMESTIC OVERNIGHT TRIPS, 2017-2020

Activities Participated on Trip U.S. Norm Arizona \é\izsi:,ﬁoast Northern Region ;l:;i::nCentral zzzter:ilste(gion ;‘::I:r;z Region
Outdoor activities 42 54 59 65 67 42 44
Landmark/historic site 12 16 12 20 20 14 19

National/state park 9 16 10 23 22 13 18
Hiking/backpacking 8 15 11 22 22 14 17

Camping 5 8 10 10 10 4 7

Fishing 5 6 8 7 6 3 3
Beach/waterfront 13 6 8 4 5 3 3

Biking 4 5 7 6 6 4 4

Boating/sailing 4 5 8 4 5 2 2

Mountain climbing 2 5 5 5 7 3 3

Nature tours/wildlife viewing/birding 2 4 4 6 5 3 4

Locak parks/playgrounds 3 4 4 4 4 3 3

Motorcycle touring 1 3 4 3 4 1 2

Hunting 2 3 5 4 4 1 1

Off-roading (ATV/OHV) 2 4 5 5 5 2 3

Rafting 1 3 5 3 3 1 1

Glamping 1 3 S) 3 4 1 2
Skiing/snowboarding 2 3 4 3 3 1 1

Horseback riding 1 2 2 2 2 1 1

S Kayaking/paddleboarding 1 2 3 3 2 1 1 )
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ARIZONA TOURISM AND OUTDOOR RECREATION

Guest Author: Colleen Floyd, Director of Research
Organization: Arizona Office of Tourism

Additionally, our outdoor recreation spaces provided an important means to
relieve stress and remain active during the COVID-19 pandemic. Although there
was less travel overall to Arizona in 2020, the percentage of trips specifically to
spend time outdoors increased from 8% in 2019 to 13% in 2020. As a result,
many of the communities near state and national parks experienced
unprecedented visitation.

Given our mission to attract visitors who use the outdoors and our parks, the
Office of Tourism takes our role in educating our residents and visitors on how to
enjoy our state responsibly very seriously. In 2020m the Office of Tourism created

ST~

RediscoverAZ.com

ARIZON/

GRAND CANYO

3Longwoods International, U.S. domestic overnight trips between 2017-2020

Appreciate AZ, a program aimed at preserving and protecting Arizona’s natural
and cultural resources through education. As part of that effort, we partnered with
the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics to create a customized, research-
driven educational campaign to teach visitors and residents the seven principles
of Leave No Trace.

While this program is still in its infancy, the Office of Tourism hopes to increase
resident and visitor awareness of responsible recreation, thus preserving our
beloved outdoors for generations.

LEAVE WHAT
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EFFECTS OF DROUGHT ON ARIZONA'’S
PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION

Arizona's residents, invested outdoor recreationists, and outdoor recreation 4

providers all agreed the top issue they were most concerned about affecting TOP ISSUES THAT CAN IMPACT OUTDOOR RECREATION EXPERIENCES
outdoor recreation experiences in Arizona is the drought. According to the b ovel of bout th
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), “the western United ease rate your level of concern about the .
. . . . following issues that can impact outdoor Arizona Invested Providers
States is currently mired in an expansive and deep drought that stretches from the recreation experiences in Arizona, using Public Users Ne11o
southern to the northern border. In Arizona, drought conditions are particularly the scale of (1) Not at all concerned to N=5,274 N=1,322 -
poor, by most measures the worst in a century.” The second and third highest level (7) Extremely concerned.
of concerns are .dlrectly affected by the drought fand |.ncluolle wildfires that threaten Drought | " | ’ o ‘ | 6.29 |
outdoor recreation areas and lower water levels in Arizona's lakes and rivers.
W|Idf|r§es that threaten outdoor | 5.60 | ’ 6.22 ‘ ’ 5.93 ‘
recreation areas
. : : : . Water levels in lakes and rivers | 5.54 | ’ 6.20 ‘ | 5.90 |
‘As a native of Arizona, for over 50 years, our family has been boating
on Lake Mead. Recently, they have had to close launch ramps due Availability of groundwater/potable 5.3 5.69 552
to low water levels. If this drought continues, I'm not sure how much water supply ' ’ '
longer our family tradition will continue.” Changes in climate — e.g., increased 14 s34 5 62
' : . temperatures ’ ' )
—Arizona Resident Survey (Northern Region), December 2021 P
Threats to h.|stor|.ca|, cultural, or 513 554 507
archaeological sites
Water pollution from cities, roads, etc. 5.03 5.05 4.69
In addition, outdoor recreation providers and stakeholders, including
the Arizona State Parks Board members, voiced a desire to have a better Air pollution from cities, roads, etc. 4.98 4.95 4.37
understanding gf the effects gnd impact of the drought on Arizona parks and e
outdoor recreation now and in the future. The following is a guest-authored or obtrusive artificial outdoor light from 4.75 4.06 4.68
piece prepared by Dr. George Frisvold, Professor and Extension Specialist cities, roads, etc.
for the University of Arizona’s Department of Agricultural and Resource
. . . . Pandemic 4.72 4.98 4.36
Economics, and his team. The article addresses the drought and impact on Y )

outdoor recreation, including implications for the management of public lands
and for local economies.

See Appendix F for more information about the status of the drought and
Appendix G about the drought's impact on forests in Arizona.
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EFFECTS OF DROUGHT ON ARIZONA’S PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION
Guest Authors: Dari Duval, Economic Impact Analyst; Ashley Bickel, Economic Impact Analyst; and George Frisvold, Professor and Extension Specialist
Organization: University of Arizona, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics

Arizona's state and national parks provide outstanding opportunities for outdoor
recreation. They attract visitors to Arizona from around the world. Many of the
state’s national and state parks are in rural areas where spending by park visitors
provides an important source of income and jobs. Recent estimates of park visitor
spending and the ripple of economic activity it supports in the state economy
highlight the importance of state and national parks to Arizona. Arizona’s national
parks had a combined economic impact of $2 billion (about $6 per person in the
US) in sales and 10,300 jobs in Arizona in 2019. Meanwhile, Arizona's state parks
contributed $449 million in sales and 4,200 jobs to the state economy in fiscal
year 2020.

Tourists visiting Arizona expect to experience desert landscapes and dry weather
in most areas of the state. Though Arizona is known for its arid climate, drought
can still affect the outdoor recreation experience. Distinct types of droughts may
affect outdoor recreation visits in diverse ways. To understand the difference in
these effects, it is best to start by understanding the diverse types of droughts.

Drought is defined as an unusually dry period compared with the typical climate
of an area. One way to measure drought is by measuring rainfall. When an area'’s
rainfall measures well below average over a certain period, this is considered a
drought. Drought can be short-term (say, a couple of months) or long-term (a

year or more). Another way to measure drought is by looking at the levels of lakes,
rivers, and streams. When stream flow or lake levels fall below normal, this too can
be considered a drought. Whereas a brief period of low or below-normal rainfall
may not have much effect on rivers, streams, or lakes, once conditions have been
dried for long enough, it begins to affect water levels. In this way, these two types
of droughts are connected.

The same applies for measuring drought in terms of stress on vegetation and
wildlife. High temperatures can make dry conditions more intense by increasing
evaporation of water from water bodies and the soil. When rainfall and bodies

of water are not sufficient to support plants and animals, this is another type of
drought. While short-term drought does not usually affect Arizona's arid-adapted
plants and animals, long-term drought can begin to affect vegetation and wildlife
and increase the risk of wildfire.

CONSERVATION,
ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP AND
SUSTAINABLE
OUTDOOR RECREATION

Meet our Guest Authors:
Dari Duval, Ashley Bickel,
and George Frisvold

The Extension Regional Economic
Analysis Program (EREAP) is involved
in research to quantify the importance
of the state’s natural resources and
amenities, including research related
to outdoor recreation, environmental
and natural resource valuation, and tourism. When not researching these
topics, team members enjoy outdoor activities like hiking, camping,
backpacking, trail running, and sharing time with their families outdoors.
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EFFECTS OF DROUGHT ON ARIZONA’S PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION
Guest Authors: Dari Duval, Economic Impact Analyst; Ashley Bickel, Economic Impact Analyst; and George Frisvold, Professor and Extension Specialist
Organization: University of Arizona, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics

How, then, does drought affect outdoor recreation visits to Arizona’s national and
state parks? Long-term drought negatively affects park visits in Arizona. This
starts to occur for periods of below-average rainfall lasting about one year or
more. Meanwhile, short dry periods are associated with more visits. Though we
usually do not think of drought as a good thing, rainy conditions can be less than
ideal if you are a camper or a hiker. So, short-term drought positively affects park
visits in Arizona, if the dry period does not last too long and begins to affect water
bodies, vegetation, and wildlife—things that visitors enjoy. Also, when vegetation
is affected by drought, there is a direct correlation to an increased risk of wildfires.
High fire risk can lead to preemptive closures of public lands, and when fire
incidents do occur, visits to nearby parks tend to decrease during the month that
the fire occurs. This can be due to closures or due to smoke and other hazards.

Many of Arizona’s parks offer water-based recreation in lakes, rivers, or streams.
When drought conditions extend for lengthy periods of time, these bodies of
water may be affected, leading to lower water levels, affecting water quality, or
even cutting off access to facilities like boat ramps or marinas.

Recent research has shown that visits to Lake Mead and Lake Powell have
decreased as water levels have fallen below key thresholds where visitors can
launch boats or visit certain attractions.

A drop in Lake Mead levels from 1,075 feet (the Drought Contingency Plan Tier
1 threshold) to 1,050 feet (the Tier 2 threshold) is projected to reduce visitor
spending by more than $9 million. With fewer people visiting these lakes, there
is less visitor spending in the surrounding communities. The potential economic
impacts of low lake levels can range into tens of millions of dollars in lost sales
and hundreds of fewer jobs in regional economies.

Much like rainfall, temperature too can affect park visits and in diverse ways.
Research has shown that visits tend to increase as the average temperature
increases—but only up to a point-once the average temperature gets

high enough, visits start to decrease again. In other words, visits tend to be
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Lake Mead
National Park Service

highest when temperatures are optimal—not too cold and not too hot. Higher
temperatures and more frequent and more intense droughts are expected to
occur in the Southwest U.S. due to climate change. In some areas of the state with
colder climates, an increase in temperature could lead to more visitors overall,
while hotter, arid locations might expect to see fewer visitors for much of the year.
In other locations, the most popular time to visit a park might be during spring

or fall months, when the temperature is “just right.” As temperatures increase,
though, that window of perfect weather might shift earlier in the spring or later in
the fall. This could affect the timing of high-demand seasons in some parks.

The effects of drought and climate change on outdoor recreation at state and
national parks in Arizona can vary. Short-term drought can have positive effects
on visits, while long-term drought tends to have negative effects. Temperature
also affects the timing of outdoor recreation visits, and peak seasons may shift
depending on a park’s location and climate. These effects have implications for
the management of public lands and for local economies.



ARIZONA’S GROWING AND DIVERSE

POPULATION — A SNAPSHOT

Arizona has the second fastest growing population in the country, with a
population in 2021 of 7.3 million, which is projected to jump to 10 million
people by 2050. Between now and 2030, the projected annual population
growth rate per is 1.4% per year over the next decade (twice the national
average). Other key facts include:

e Arizona's population grew 15.8% from the 6.4 million people who lived
here in 2010 to 7.2 million in 2020. For comparison, the U.S. population
grew 6.5% during that period.

e Between 2010 and 2020, the state grew by an average of 1.5% per year.

* Among counties in the United States, Maricopa County, Arizona had the
largest growth with 753,898 more people.

e |n 2020, Arizona was more diverse than it was in 2010. In 2020, the white
(non-Hispanic) group made up 53.8% of the population compared with
57.9% in 2010.

e Between 2010 and 2020, the share of the population that is Hispanic/
Latino grew the most, increasing 2.2 percentage points to 31.9%. The
white (non-Hispanic) population had the largest decrease dropping 4.1
percentage points to 53.8%.

e Among the U.S. Census’ six age groups, the 65+ age group was the fastest
growing between 2010 and 2020 with its population increasing 54.5%.

e Currently, 13% of Arizonans have a disability, with the most common
disability being ambulatory. Ambulatory disability, described as having
serious difficulty walking or climbing stairs, is the most common reported
at 7% in Arizona.

Did You Know?

. Arizona's disparate climate

? i canyield both the highest

» / temperature across the nation . b il
D" and the lowest temperature P\ e

across the nation in the same day. i “ ok

Jack’s Trail
Sedona Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Bureau
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Three major groups informed the SCORP process.

STAKEHOLDERS

Total: 96 participants

¢ Three stakeholder sessions
(77 participants) were completed.

Follow-up focus groups and short surveys
were conducted with underrepresented
groups, including tribal members,
LGBTQ+, Black, Indigenous and/or People
of Color (BIPOC) community members,
and individuals with mobility challenges
(19 participants).

® Three working group sessions.

Did You Know?

The Tonto National Forest in is
one of the most-visited “urban”
forests in the United States with
3 million visitors annually.

\’6

PUBLIC

Total: 6,768 participants

Arizona households: A total of 5,444
random sample surveys and interviews
(demographically representative of the
state’s population) were completed.

Invested users: Includes outdoor
recreationists who participated in the survey
through outreach efforts by Arizona State
Parks and Trails and their partners. Various
outreach channels were used including
websites, newsletters, social media, email
communications, and word of mouth.

A total of 1,324 surveys were completed.
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OUTDOOR RECREATION
PROVIDERS

Total: 112 participants

¢ Atotal of 112 surveys were completed
by agencies and organizations involved
in providing outdoor recreation
opportunities in Arizona.

* Participants were from federal, state,
county, town/city, tribal, and non-
governmental organizations.




ARIZONA SCORP 2023

Key Research Findings and Stakeholder Engagement

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT FOR SCORP
The stakeholder engagement study for the Arizona 2023 Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) was conducted by Arizona

State University (ASU)'s Watts College of Public Solutions, School of Community

Resources & Development. The purpose of this collaboration was to facilitate
widespread stakeholder involvement in the development of the 2023 Arizona

SCORP to help identify the state’s outdoor recreation priorities. This information

was used, in combination with data collected from the statewide public survey
and outdoor recreation providers, in developing the 2023 Arizona SCORP.

ASU, in collaboration with ASPT, gathered insights from governmental,
municipal, non-governmental, private sector, conservation organizations,
underrepresented groups, and individual participants during three phases

of research to identify key principles, focus areas, and their associated
recommended approaches. Each phase of this research allowed for a better
understanding of the stakeholders’ issues and proposed solutions associated
with outdoor recreation in Arizona. The stakeholder discussions resulted in the
identification of the following focus areas and key approaches.

Key Principles
1. Recreate the Outdoor Experience
2. Respect and Inclusivity
3. Restore and Sustainability

Focus Areas
1. Providing Quality Outdoor Experiences to the Public
2. Embracing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

3. Conserving and Minimizing Environmental Impacts

Key Approaches
1. Funding
2. Adaptive Collaboration
3. Communication and Education

4. Sustainable and Accessible Infrastructure
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Visit Tucson
s
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN KEY PRINCIPLES,
STAKEHOLDER FOCUS AREAS, AND KEY APPROACHES
Key Approaches Key Principles
Recreate the Respect and Restore and
Outdoor Experience Inclusivity Sustainability
Funding

Stakeholder
Focus Area 1

Stakeholder
Focus Area 2

Stakeholder

Adaptive Collaboration Focus Area 3

Conservation
and Minimizing
Environmental

. Providing Quality | Embracing Diversity,
Communication and

Education

Outdoor Experience | Equity, and Inclusion
to the Public

Sustainable and Impacts

\_Accessible Infrastructure




KEY PRINCIPLES

Three primary themes framed the 2023 SCORP—Recreate, Respect, and Restore. These themes were
integrated with information collected from stakeholders, which focused on The Outdoor Experience,
Inclusivity, and Sustainability. Together, this information forms the three Key Principles used to describe
and understand the stakeholder engagement results: Recreate the Outdoor Experience, Respect and

Inclusivity, and Restore and Sustainability.

Recreate the Outdoor Experience

Beginning in 2020 and continuing into
the present we saw many new and
returning users to Arizona outdoor
spaces. This created a need to
understand different perspectives to
more appropriately guide the future
goals of Arizona outdoor recreation.
This is especially emphasized by
underrepresented voices of those

with mobility, cognitive, and sensory
challenges and those who identify

as Black, Indigenous, and/or People

of Color (BIPOC). Redefining the
recreational experience to include

all perspectives requires the
understanding that the meaning, types
of activities, and cultural associations
within outdoor spaces in Arizona differs
between diverse ethnic, racial, and
cultural groups. Recreating the outdoor
experience so that it is welcoming for
all individuals regardless of ability, age,
race, or ethnicity can have very positive
ramifications for these groups across
the state.

Respect and Inclusivity

There is a clear cross-over between
these first two principles: Respect

and intentional inclusivity leads to a
better user experience in Arizona's
outdoor spaces because all users feel
welcomed. Respect, as mentioned by
the participants, can be produced by
indigenous land acknowledgments,
stewardship, signage that tells the story
of the place from different cultural
viewpoints, diverse representation in
marketing and advertising campaigns,
and an understanding that many
individuals require accommodations
to move through the space to obtain
a fun and freeing outdoor experience.
Itis not enough to engage with
communities once every five years,
but there should be a concerted
effort to include as many voices in the
conversation as possible on a regular
basis. This goes beyond individual
groups as well and should include
elected officials from all levels of
governance, the private sector, the
educational system, conservationists,
and recreationists.

Restore and Sustainability

Itis an ongoing challenge to
balance the needs of nature, people,
and economics in the face of shifting
weather patterns and associated
environmental impacts. Sustainability
is needed to maintain this intricate
balance while regeneration and
restoration are needed to improve
areas experiencing environmental
degradation from increases in

use and the inability to effectively
manage visitation impacts among
other factors. Intentionally assessing,
planning, and monitoring outdoor
recreation resources can assist and
support this endeavor.

Recreate
the Outdoor
Experience

Respect and
Inclusivity

Restore and
Sustainability

Did You Know?

Rising to a height of 12,643
feet, Mount Humphreys north
of Flagstaff is the state’s highest
mountain.
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Key Research Findings and Shared Priorities

FOCUS AREAS

The three following focus areas are derived from the various stages of research. These
focus areas are seen as the primary ways to accomplish the three key principles using

the key approaches.

¢ Providing Quality Outdoor Experiences to the Public includes the types of
constraints and opportunities associated with creating a favorable outdoor
experience, such as issues related to crowding, overuse, and accessibility.

e Embracing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion includes underrepresented groups

and how to respectfully address challenges of access, accessibility, and

collaboration—it rests in the middle of the three focus areas because it overlaps

with both other focus areas.

e Conservation and Minimizing Environmental Impacts supports the sustainable

supply, maintenance, and management of outdoor recreational spaces.

Focus Area 1: Providing Quality Outdoor Experiences to the Public

While many visitors to natural spaces in Arizona have experienced traffic,
parking, and crowding issues, there are also specific challenges faced by
underrepresented populations and the integration of these voices into the
management conversation. Those with mobility challenges and disabilities
face the issues of inaccessibility when attempting to participate in outdoor
recreation activities in Arizona. Those who identify as BIPOC are concerned
about the inclusivity of outdoor spaces, and the potential alienation and
perceived rejection from outdoor “public” spaces. Indigenous communities
are the original stewards of their ancestral homelands, but the lack of
acknowledgment of their relationship with the lands, in addition to uses of
lands that do not take into account their cultural values remains an issue.

This area contributes to the key principle of Recreate the Outdoor Experience.
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Focus Area 2: Embracing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Embracing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion complements the key principle of

Respect and Inclusivity and overlaps with other focus areas. This focus area is both
associated with the demand and supply sides of outdoor recreation in Arizona. It is
associated with the demand side because diverse recreationists must be included

in the conversation to obtain equity within outdoor recreation. It is associated

with the supply side because there is a need to manage various forms of outdoor

recreation resources by recognizing that natural space means different things for

different groups of people. Diverse perspectives are needed to address perceived

physical, psychological, emotional, and spiritual exclusions within outdoor
recreation opportunities in Arizona.

Focus Area 3: Conserving and Minimizing Environmental Impacts
There is a need to protect the natural assets that provide settings for Arizona
outdoor recreation. This is especially true because of the state’s droughts and
the overuse of these spaces, specifically because of, but not limited to, the

emergence of COVID-19. National parks and other public lands in Arizona have

seen an increase in users over the past two years, so mechanisms to maintain

and regenerate these spaces are crucial to uphold both their intrinsic value for

humans and their critical

link to the survival of flora, (

fauna, and wildlife within
their ecosystems. Issues of
various uses within these
spaces were discussed in
several participant sessions,
and the perception of a lack
of staffing and management
within outdoor spaces

was clear. The long-term
supply of natural spaces is
critical to support outdoor
recreation in Arizona; thus,
this focus area advances the
key principle of Restore and
Sustainability.

Conservation and
Sustainability

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FOCUS AREAS

~N




SCORP STUDY PARTICIPANTS — THREE DISTINCT GROUPS

The following table briefly summarizes the three groups surveyed to provide further insights in developing the priorities, goals,
and strategies for the Arizona Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). The surveys and interviews were
conducted from October 2021 through March 2022.

ARIZONA PUBLIC
5,444

3,914 Recreated Last 12 Months

5,274 Plan to Recreate Outdoors in Next
12 Months

e Statewide, stratified random sample of
Arizona adults, ages 18 years and older,
mirrors Arizona demographics.

e Survey conducted online, by phone, on
mobile devices. Available in Spanish and
English.

¢ Percentage who participated in outdoor
activities in last 12 months:

@ 72%ves

28% No

INVESTED USERS
1,324

1,248 Recreated Last 12 Months

1,322 Plan to Recreate Outdoors in Next
12 Months

* Invested participants, outreach through
ASPT communication channels and
partners.

e Demographically less diverse, older,
smaller households, higher education and
household income. Available online in
Spanish and English.

e Higher percentage who participated in
outdoor activities in last 12 months:

@ 96%ves

4% No
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OUTDOOR RECREATION
PROVIDERS

112 Providers Providing Outdoor
Recreation in Arizona

¢ Agency/organization involved
in providing outdoor recreation
opportunities in Arizona — included
managing recreation sites, providing
activities, applying for grants supporting
outdoor recreation, etc.

Representatives from federal, state,
county, town/city, tribe, and non-
government organizations.

Manage open spaces in natural settings,
nature-oriented parks, large developed
parks in urban areas, small neighborhood
parks and private/commercial areas.

Range of years serving in outdoor
recreation and at current agency or
organization.




ARIZONA SCORP 2023

Key Research Findings and Shared Priorities

HIGH LEVEL OF OUTDOOR RECREATION PARTICIPATION

Among the Arizona public, 72% took part in outdoor recreation within the last
12 months, as compared with 94% of invested outdoor recreationists.

4 N\
PARTICIPATED AND PLANNING TO PARTICIPATE
IN OUTDOOR RECREATION
100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
0%
Arizona Public Arizona Public Invested Users Invested Users
(Participated Last (Planning to (Participated Last (Planning to
12 Months) Participate Next 12 Months) Participate Next
12 Months) 12 Months)
g J

Participant: A survey respondent who reported participating in at least one outdoor activity
within the last 12 months. Participants often reported undertaking multiple activities multiple
times throughout the year.

Participation Rate: The proportion of a group that participated in outdoor recreation or in an

outdoor activity. For example, if 5 in 10 adults hiked, their hiking participation rate was 50 percent.
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PARTICIPATION BY REGION

The highest participation rate is in the North Central Region including in all four
outdoor recreation categories including Active (most notably OHV), Water,
Snow-Based, and Other Outdoor Activities.

Tucson & Southern Region

Cochise, Graham, Greenlee,
Pima, and Santa Cruz counties

Phoenix & Central Region
Maricopa and Pinal counties

North Central Region Northern Region

Gila and Yavapai counties Apache, Coconino, and

Navajo counties

West Coast Region

La Paz, Mojave, and
Yuma counties



OUTDOOR RECREATION PARTICIPANT SNAPSHOT

Race and Ethnicity Participation Rate

In comparison to the nation at 54%, Arizona has higher participation rates across
all racial and ethnic groups primarily due to the number of outdoor recreation
opportunities within the state.

Gender Participation Rate

The difference between the male and female participants has been inching
toward parity over the past two decades. Gender differences are largely
attributed to the specific activity.

4 4 )
100% 100%
80% 80%
60% 60%
40% 40%
20% 20%
0% 0%

American Asian/Pacific Black/African White/ Hispanic Male Female
Indian Islander American Caucasian
- - J

Age Participation Rate

The Arizona statistics seem to mirror the nation. The number
of participants 55 years and older increased more than 14%
since 2019, and senior participants ages 65 and older were
in the fastest-growing age category, with 17% growth since
the pandemic began.

Average age
of an adult
participant in
Arizona:

49.4

YEARS OLD

Household Income

The median household income
of outdoor participants is
$70,992, about $5,000 more
than the median household
income for Arizona.

Families with Children

Typically, families participate

at higher rates than adults

with no children. For example,
households with children had a
rate of participation of 76%.

ARIZONA STATEWIDE COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN (SCORP) 2023 | 47



ARIZONA SCORP 2023

Key Research Findings and Shared Priorities

The following are reasons for not participating in outdoor recreation over the last
12 months, with the pandemic being the top reason given by both the general
public and the invested outdoor recreationists.

-
Rank  Reasons for Not f’artlupatmg n Arizona | Invested | Phoenix | Tucson & American As'?r.'/ BI&!Ck/ White/ A .
Outdoor Recreation . Northern " Pacific African . Hispanic
Public & Central | Southern Indian . Caucasian
(Last 12 months); Scale of (1) Strongly N=1530 N=700 N=326 N=153 N=64 Islander | American N=1.182 N=532
disagree to (5) Strongly agree o - - - N=82 N=132 -
1 COVID, pandemic [325] [335| [3.25] [3.24] [3.24] [3.30] 3.25 3.26 [3.22] [3.24] [3.24]
2 Toobusy with other activities [3.23] [2.46]| [348] [341] [346] [335] [335] [3.23] [363] [297] [320] [3.42]
(work or leisure)
5 A DEIOCEDLENT [320] [258] [3.6] [3.09] [3.6] 329 [3.38] [3.24] [350] [285 [3.49] [3.08]
(for admission, camping, etc.)
4  Don'thave the equipment 2.34 2.98 3.27 [3.49] [3.23] [3.56] 2.75 [3.21]
5 Don't have companions/people to go with [ 3.21 | [2.63] [3.16] [3.06] [3.00] 3.19 3.40 [2.91] [3.19] [3.00 |
6 Recreation areas are too crowded 3.09 [3.12] 3.24 2.92 3.36 2.77 [3.21]
7  Don'thave the skills 3.17 2.28 3.13 2.95 2.89 3.34 2.96 3.13 2.93
Don’t know where to go for specific
8 ctivities, activities at my skill lovel, etc. 3.15 2.42 2.99 2.65 3.20 3.32 3.12 2.73 3.13 3.00
9 Recreation areas are too far away 3.07 232 3.09 2.84 2.79 [3.33] 3.25 2.80 3.07 2.93
10  Healthissues, don't have physical ability, etc. ~ 3.07 2.98 2.85 3.25 [3.35] 3.11 3.25 2.65 3.14 2.79
11 Lack of interest 3.05 1.68 2.97 2.93 2.93 3.18 3.23 2.89 3.30 2.61 3.05 2.91
12 Lack of organized programs and events 3.00 2.21 2.90 2.84 2.82 3.29 3.34 3.09 3.44 2.75 3.00 2.94
13 Activities | am interested in are not provided ~ 2.98 1.97 2.89 2.83 2.77 3.19 3.30 2.96 3.18 2.96 2.88
14 Lack of transportation to recreation areas 2.97 1.99 2.85 2.81 2.85 3.31 3.13 3.44 2.75 2.94 2.92
gn  clietelergeig o 2.90 1.92 2.82 2.72 2.65 3.25 3.09 2.96 3.27 2.79 2.87 2.77
(by animals, other people, etc.)
16  Areas have too many rules 2.84 2.05 2.69 2.62 2.79 [3.37] 3.12 3.08 3.37 2.60 2.84 2.73
\_17 Don't feel welcome 2.74 1.84 2.62 2.51 2.77 3.1 3.12 2.88 3.17 2.70 2.73 271 )
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PARTICIPATION IN OUTDOOR RECREATION KEY CATEGORIES
The respondents were asked to identify which outdoor activities they participated in
over the previous 12 months. Active land-based activities were the dominant category.
Participation levels directly correlate to how close the respondents reside near natural
settings, mountains, lakes and rivers, and snow-based activity areas.

s
Participation in Outdoor Recreation Activities Arnzopa Invested
Among those wh rticipated in last 12 month Public Users

ong those who participate as onths N=5,444 N=1,248

Active land-based activities
Such as walking or jogging, hiking, bicycling, camping, using an off- | 58.8% | ’ 97.6% ‘
highway vehicle, playing sports, hunting, horseback riding, etc.

Other outdoor activities

Such as picnicking; visiting local park or playground; attending
concerts, fairs, etc.; participating in education or volunteer activities ’ 45.1% ‘ ‘ 80.5% ‘
related to nature, conservation, etc.; visiting cultural or historical

area; bird or wildlife watching or photography, etc.

Water-based activities A 5
Such as swimming, boating, fishing, etc. | 35.1% | ’ 50.1 A‘

Snow-based activities o o
\Such as sledding, skiing, snowmobiling, etc. 11.8% 15.2%

Did You Know?

Six National Forests are in Arizona:
Apache-Sitgreaves, Coconino,
Coronado, Kaibab, Prescott, and
Tonto National Forests.

Arizona Snowbowl
Visit Phoenix
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PARTICIPATION IN SPECIFIC OUTDOOR

RECREATION ACTIVITY BY CATEGORY

The following table shows the previous 12 months of participation by specific
activities for the Arizona public, invested users, and by the five Arizona
regions and the race and ethnicity of the Arizona public survey participant.

g L ]

Rank  Reasons for Not f’artlapatmg n Arizona | Invested | Phoenix | Tucson & North West American ASE."}/ Bla.ck/ White/ . .

8::??; ;ﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁ;:le of (1) Strong| Public Users | &Central | Southern | Central N'\o]r_‘t:g;n Coast Indian I:Zt:tf;:r A?nf":i?::n Caucasian :'_s,lpabtzg

: ' gl N=5444 | N=1,324 | N=2,437 | N=1,127 | N=523 = N=752 | N=211 < N=4,176 | ~ "
disagree to (5) Strongly agree N=252 N=430

1 Visiting a local park [41.9%]| [69.6%| [43.9%| [43.6%| [48.0%| [35.1%| [34.1%| [421%| [359%| [28.7%| [42.4%| [36.6%]

2 Walking or jogging on trails or at park [40.3% | [69.3%| [41.2%]| [42.8%] [45.6%]| [36.9%]| [31.0%]| [43.5%| [36.2%| [27.1%| [40.6%| [33.2%]
ay hiKin /0 9 /0 170 0 /0 U7 «9 /0 .U7% .07 o/ /o A7 J /o <17/
3 Day hiking 40.3% 79.5%| [40.1%| [42.8% 52.0%| [41.5% 28.0% 34.8% 34.7% 22.1% 41.7%| [32.1%

4 Picnicking with family, friends, etc. [40.2% ] [68.4%| [41.8%]| [42.7%]| [44.5%] 349% [33.2%] [40.9%| [33.5%] [26.9%] [40.5%| [35.9%]

5  Visiting a natural or wilderness area [39.1%| [74.3%| [40.1%| [42.9%| [46.2%| [35.4%| [28.3%| [40.1%| [33.8%| [24.3%| [39.7%| [31.9%]
6 Attending outdoor events 35.9% 57.9% 37.3% 37.0% 41.6% 30.7% [29.9%]| [39.3%] 27.9% 25.2% 36.0% 32.3%
7 Visiting a cultural or historical site 342% | 66.9%| 34.6% [37.5%| [42.4%] 31.7%  243% [34.9%| [31.4%| 213%  341%  27.4%
8 Swimming outdoors 30.0% 32.3% 28.6% 25.0% 350% [37.0%] [32.7%] 304% 22.0% 21.1% 30.3% 31.3%
9 Bird or wildlife watching, photography 26.4% 53.5% 24.6% 30.8% 35.1% 28.0% 18.1% 26.1% 25.9% 20.1% 26.3% 20.9%
10  Fishing 25.6% 30.8% 22.8% 21.4% 33.1% [36.1%| 27.2% 24.4% 15.5% 20.6% 25.1% 26.8%
11 Participating in environmental activities 25.3% 49.7% 24.4% 29.2% 32.8% 25.2% 17.7% 27.3% 24.2% 20.8% 24.8% 21.2%
12 Bicycling 25.2% 34.6% 25.5% 25.9% 25.0% 29.0% 20.7% 28.5% 275% |22.7%| 23.8% 24.6%
13 Non-motorized boat - kayak, canoe 23.5% 32.6% 20.3% 20.2% 32.9% 34.5% 23.3% 18.8% 19.2% 22.2% 23.2% 23.7%
14 Conservation volunteer activities 22.0% 45.2% 20.5% 24.0% 31.0% 25.6% 14.8% 22.6% 21.8% 18.0% 21.4% 18.3%
15  Tent camping 21.1% 38.4% 21.1% 20.6% 22.3% 29.6% 14.1% 22.2% 14.1% 20.1% 21.0% 20.3%
16 J“:f;ﬁlr ized boat or personal watercraft use, 201%  199%  169%  159%  240%  291%  263%  164%  148%  182%  199%  21.7%
17 4-wheel driving - dirt bikes, ATVs, etc. 18.9% 37.5% 16.6% 15.3% 29.3% 23.3% 21.1% 16.9% 12.8% 14.1% 18.8% 16.6%
18  River or whitewater rafting 16.3% 10.4% 13.7% 12.7% 22.8% 26.4% 17.2% 13.9% 13.8% 14.1% 15.7% 20.6%
19 Vehicle-based camping - RV 16.1% 41.0% 13.0% 15.8% 23.5% 24.2% 14.9% 13.2% 6.8% 11.2% 16.5% 11.2%

20  Waterskiing, wakeboarding, using motorized 45 oo 8.7% 12.7% 12.8%  202%  25.0% 19.9% 11.6% 13.7% 12.2% 15.2% 19.9% )

\_ boat
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IMPORTANCE OF ARIZONA RECREATION SETTINGS =
PREFERENCE FOR OPEN SPACES IN NATURAL SETTINGS
Arizonans were asked to rate on a scale of (1) Not at all important to (7) Extremely
important, how important each of the following Arizona recreation settings are to
them and other people in their household.

PHYSICAL, MENTAL, AND SOCIAL HEALTH BENEFITS
ASSOCIATED WITH OUTDOOR RECREATION

Arizonans were provided a list of benefits that are associated with outdoor recreation.
They were asked to think about each benefit within the following statement:
“Recreation and cultural areas, parks, and open spaces benefit communities in
Arizona because they .." They were asked to indicate how much they agree or
disagree with each of the statements, using the scale of (1) Strongly disagree to (5)

-
Rank Importance of Arizona Recreation Settings Arizona | Invested Strongly agree. Based on previous research and national studies, the increase in
Those planning to recreate outdoors in next 12 months; Public Users health-related benefits—physical, mental, and social-increased an average of 10% to
Scale of (1) Not at all important to (7) Extremely important N=5,274 | N=1,322 15% over previous years, largely attributed to the impact of COVID-19.
Open spaces in natural settings with very little
1 development — Such as national forests or other recreation l 5.65 ‘ ‘ 6.58 ‘ e
gisaslmanasiedibyideyommontassnsies Rank Benefits Associated with Outdoor Recreation Arizona Invested
Large, nature-oriented parks — Primarily used for hiking, Among those planning to recre.ate outdoors in next 12 Public Users
2 picnicking, or camping, with only a few facilities — such as |5.58| | 6.25 months; Scale of (1) Strongly disagree to (5) Strongly agree N=5,274 N=1,322
some regional, state, or national parks 1 Promote a healthy lifestyle through physical activity l 4.30 ‘ ‘ 4.63 ‘
Small neighborhood parks — Have only a few facilities —
3 such as playgrounds, common areas in housing l 4.95 ‘ ‘ 4.53 ‘ 2 Promote mental health l 4.27 ‘ ‘ 4.61 ‘
complexes, etc. 3 Provide opportunities for family interaction l 4.21 ‘ ‘ 4.60 ‘
Large, developed parks in urban areas — With many facilities 4 Make cities and regions better places to live [ 4.20 | | 4.52 |
4 and uses — such as parks with community centers, event 4.93 4.48
spaces, ball fields, etc. 5 Provide constructive activities for youth l 4.19 ‘ ‘ 4.45 ‘
\_5 Private/commercial recreation areas 4.18 330 ) 6 Protect natural and cultural resources 4.18 4.22
7 Educate people about the environment 4.03 4.27
8 Increase community pride 4.02 4.23
9 Edgcate.about culture and history of Arizona and American 3.98 4.22
Indian tribes
10 Attract tourists to the region 3.97 4.02
11 Help local and regional economic development 3.91 4.03
Did You Know? 12 Increase property values 3.85 4.00
There are more wilderness areas 13 Prevent urban sprawl 3.79 3.90
in Arizona than in the entire
Midwest. Arizona alone has 14 Attract new business and retain jobs 3.78 3.76
9Moic‘;INv:/I:setr}r1]a65555?)TeaS’ while the \_15 Increase understanding and tolerance of others 3.74 3.71 )
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THREE DISTINCT VOICES: THE ARIZONA PUBLIC, HELP SUPPORT HEALTH GOALS: PROVIDE MORE WALKING
INVESTED OUTDOOR RECREATIONISTS AND PROVIDERS TRAILS AND PATHWAYS AND INCREASE ACCESS

Survey questions were strategically written to address outdoor recreation use When asked how outdoor recreation areas and facilities in Arizona could help
and experiences from both the public (Arizona residents) and invested outdoor in achieving their goals or priorities related to physical and mental health and
recreationists and to compare their answers with those of the providers surveyed fitness, all three groups agreed on their top recommendations.

regarding outdoor recreation areas, facilities, and programming. The following
tables provide further insight and comparisons among the three groups and by
region, race and ethnicity.

s
Rank SupB?rt for Outdoor.R ecreation Areas/ Arizona | Invested . Phoenix | Tucson & | North American As'a.“?/ White/ q .
Facilities to Help Achieve Health Goals i Providers &C 1| south I Northern Indi Pacific Ca . Hispanic
Among those planning to recreate Bubli Users N=122 S I e | ent N=605 ne1aN | islander | American [ 22Y<@%1AN [ N1 666
. N=5,444 | N=1,322 N=2,437 | N=1,127 N=523 N=211 N=4,176 .
outdoors in next 12 months N=252
T i ivalknolaiiand [57.8%| [70.7% | [87.5%| [60.9%| [59.8%| [56.6%| [49.4%| [52.6%| [54.5%| [55.5%| [49.1%| [58.5%| [54.6%

pathways

(Increase) easy/convenient access
2 points to trails, pathways, waterways, |54.3% | [70.1% | |76.8%| [55.5%| [55.1%| [58.4%| [42.9%| [55.6%| 51.9% [50.1%| [44.3%| [55.5%| [51.6%]|

and facilities

(Protect and encourage more) natural
3 settings atoutdoor recreation areasand | 53.3% | |82.0% | [83.0%| [51.3% | [54.8%| [60.3%| [57.1%| [49.8%| [49.8%| [51.4%| 404% [54.4%| [47.8%|

facilities

(Support) health and fitness community

events (e.g., running and bicycling races; o o o o o o o o o o o o o
4 yoga, tai chi, other fitness and exercise 41.8% 41.3% 53.6% 41.5% 43.6% 42.6% 40.3% 40.5% 52.1% 44.6% 51.3% 40.6% 46.3%

programs; adventure races; etc.)

(Support) community projects and
5 activities that connect people to each 41.0% 56.3% 58.9% 39.9% 43.0% 46.3% 41.6% 37.8% 40.6% 43.2% 37.6% 41.3% 39.6%

other and the environment

(Provide more) programs aimed at
6 specific groups, such as older adults, 38.5% 42.4% 51.8% 40.2% 42.0% 36.9% 27.6% 37.4% 42.6% 34.2% 33.6% 38.8% 37.5%

families with young children, etc.

5 Cievide e e s e 350%  221%  38.4%  34.8%  368%  304%  330%  37.9%  349%  365%  364%  34.8%  43.9%
stations at outdoor areas and facilities

g  (Provide)informative and educational 321%  24.8%  28.6%  29.7%  31.8%  322%  375%  363%  309%  359%  422%  31.6%  37.5%
health-related signs and information

Ustoms iz lealin e s gerlks o 45%  1.7% N/A 57%  42%  33%  20%  40%  77%  21%  45%  44%  45%
\_ priorities) Y,
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OUTDOOR RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

PERCEIVED AS ADEQUATE IN ARIZONA

Arizonans and providers were asked how much they agree or disagree with various
statements about outdoor recreation opportunities in Arizona, using the scale of

(1) Strongly disagree to (5) Strongly agree. Overall, they perceive current outdoor
recreation opportunities as adequate. However, they were clear that facilities are not
adequate for those with disabilities. Also, there were distinct differences in responses
based on their proximity and ease of access to the outdoor recreation opportunity,
whether it is a park, space, or experience.

-
Rank Perceptlor.ls. of.Outc.Ioor Recreation ) . . Asian/ Black/ .
Opportunities in Arizona Arizona | Invested . Phoenix | Tucson & | North American = . White/ . .
. . Providers Northern . Pacific | African . Hispanic
Among those planning to recreate Public Users N=112 & Central | Southern | Central N=598 Indian Islander | American Caucasian N=1616
outdoors in next 12 months; Scale of (1) N=5,274 | N=1,322 N=2,350 | N=1,093 N=512 N=206 N=245 N=420 N=4,047 ‘
Strongly disagree to (5) Strongly agree
9  Accesstothepublicoutdoorrecreation T34 T340 | 323 [3.59 | [359 | [3.64 | [3.86 | [3.67 | [351 ] [3.63 | [3.63 ] [ 3.66 ] [3.67 |
spaces in my area is adequate.
| am satisfied with the number of
2 parks, open spaces, natural areas,and | 346 | | 327 | 281 [340 | [ 336 | [ 358 | [379 | [349 | [ 332 [ 358 | [ 362 | [ 348 | | 3.47 |

playgrounds in my area.

| am satisfied with the variety of
3 outdoor recreation experiences | 3.45 | l 3.40
available in my area.

313 [335] [ 336 | [ 364 | [385 | 348 3.29 3.46 3.41

There is a lack of recreation

4 opportunities in my area for people 3.44 3.12 3.57 335 3.44 363 [3.60 | [ 351 ] [368 | 356 3.43

with special needs.

My outdoor recreation experiences are

5  often negatively impacted by other 3.10 3.02 2.97 3.04 3.16 3.44 3.29 2.93 3.32 3.33 3.09 3.19
recreation users.
Conflicts between homeowners
6  and recreation users are a problem 3.05 285 [ 333 | 284 2.98 3.39 3.48 3.21 2.98 3.45 3.41 3.01 3.13
\_ in my area. Y,
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LITTERING, CROWDING, AND NOISE NEGATIVELY IMPACTING
OUTDOOR RECREATION EXPERIENCES

Arizonans and invested users who identified that their experiences are often
negatively affected by other recreation users were asked to name the factors they
have personally experienced in Arizona that have negatively impacted their outdoor
recreation experiences. Providers noted those factors that they had personally
witnessed or are aware of as negatively impacting outdoor recreation experiences.

s
Rank Negative Impact by Outdoor
Recreation Users Arizona Invested Providers
Among those who selected outdoor Public Users N=44
recreation experiences are often negatively N=1,988 N=467 B
impacted by other recreation users
1 Littering, vandalism | 61.5% | l 85.2%‘ l 95.5% ‘
2 Crowding, too many people | 55.5% | l 74.1% ‘ 59.1%
3 Noise (e.g., vehicle noise, loud music) | 47.9% | l 60.2%‘ l 81.8% ‘
4 Pets 31.0% 30.0% 52.3%
5 Target shooting 30.2% 31.3% 43.2%
6 Dust 28.5% 28.5% 38.6%
Mixed-use areas or trails causing conflicts o o o
7 - 23.4% 52.0% 72.7%
L 8 Other 7.5% 25.1% 25.0% )

@goflo_travel
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COMMUNICATION CHANNELS USED

Preferred communication channels to be used for information about outdoor
recreation opportunities are also the most used by the public overall.

-
Rank Communication Channels Used Arizona | Invested . Phoenix | Tucson & North
R . Providers Northern

Among those planning to recreate Public Users N=122 & Central | Southern | Central N=605

outdoors in next 12 months N=5,444 | N=1,322 B N=2,437 | N=1,127 | N=523
1 Word-of-mouth (such as friends, family)  [46.7% | |84.8% | N/A [48.3%| [50.7%| [52.8%| 37.9% [38.4%]
2 Social media 43.4%| 481% [89.3% [44.7%| [44.2%| 39.0% [40.6%| [43.4%
3 Mobile devices 38.7%| 51.4% N/A 38.2%| 39.0%  40.8% |38.1%| |39.2%
4 Park and recreation agency websites 36.2% 73.5%| 82.1% 36.7% 39.7% 40.8% 34.0% 28.2%
5  Visited before 35.8% |70.0% N/A 36.3%  38.2% |42.7%| 32.6%  285%
6 :;;“rt:z::‘:r‘:'a's (such as brochures, 332% 474% |86.6%| 31.6%  358%  350%  37.4%  30.1%
o ihierelgizl el wa es 33.0% 563% 61.6%  300%  368%  409%  37.0%  282%

magazines, newspapers, etc.)
8  Maps (printed or digital) 301%  621%  750%  257%  31.4% |41.6%]| [39.8%| 263%
9 f;l‘;fl‘l"sszt) izl (e s eslie, 29.0%  275%  313%  29.4%  283%  268%  30.0%  29.4%
10  Roadsigns 27.6%  376% 59.8%  250%  28.4%  29.0%  350%  28.3%
g Lol ki i ey 244%  359% 53.6%  22.0% 245%  305%  243%  27.8%

Chamber of Commerce, etc.
12 Travel guides (such as Fodor's or AAA) 21.0% 21.9% 10.7 % 19.7% 20.6% 21.5% 25.0% 21.9%
13 Apps 187%  291% 268%  17.9%  191%  217%  221%  16.0%

\1 4 User-generated content on websites 14.7% 283 % 8.0 % 16.3% 13.4% 15.9% 10.9% 13.9% )

\'2

Did You Know?

Arizona has 3,928 mountain
peaks and summits—more
mountains than any one of the
other Mountain States (Colorado,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming).
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OUTDOOR RECREATION NEEDS

The lower the number, the greater the need is to address that type of program, such
as low-cost or free programs, programs that promote inclusion and diversity, and for
individuals with disabilities.

-
Rank Outdoor Recreation Needs —
How Well Are They Being Met . . : Asian/ Black/ .
Those who previously identified A"z°."a iEatae Providers ulTalig || IR | Northern Amel.'lcan Pacific | African Whlte./ Hispanic
. . Public Users & Central | Southern | Central Indian . Caucasian
programs needed; Among providers if N=4898 | N=1 186 N=112 N=2157 | N=1018 | N=482 N=560 N=194 Islander | American N=3.746 N=1,509
program is offered; Scale of (1) Not met ! ! ‘ ‘ N=229 N=402 ‘
at all to (7) Fully met
1 Programs for children [a488 | [ 433 | 616% [483 | [482] [495]| [511 | [483 ] [489 | 473 [497 | [ 491 ]| | 492 |
2 Programs for families | 476 | | 444 | [ 63.4%| [ 469 | 462 472 [520 ] [489 | [ 473 ] [ 493 | 494 [ 478 ]| | 473 |
3 Efi':l'fisef5“pp°""a’9993the"“9s 427 580% | 4.67 | [ 468 | [473] 502 4.83 450 4.69 4.79 472
4 Programsfor teens 4.71 392  482% 458 472 4.64 456 | 530 | [543 | 469
5  Programs for adults 4.70 462 | [75.0%| 465 4.59 474 5.09 4.73 4.57 4.83 4.85 4.72 4.63
6  Programs for older adults/seniors 4.58 428 |65.2%| 450 4.41 4.67 4.99 4.69 4.92 4.94 4.58 4.71
7 Programs for Native American tribes 4.46 348  313% 425 4.18 453 4.95 411 478 452 456 4.50
8 Programs for ethnically diverse groups 4.42 3.66 49.1% 4.31 4.32 4.56 4.89 4.47 4.33 4.45 4.64 4.50 4.40
9 Low-cost or free programs 4.41 4.13 52.7% 4.30 4.30 4.51 4.83 4.53 4.56 4.62 4.77 4.43 4.50
10 Z:\c;g:sa;tn;s that promote inclusion and 4.39 3.71 53.6% 4.31 4.20 4.39 4.90 452 4.41 4.77 4.68 4.41 4.48
(11 Programs for individuals with disabilities 4.3 370 286% 423 4.10 4.48 4.82 4.44 4.21 473 4.30 445
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MOST CONCERNED ABOUT THE IMPACT OF

DROUGHT, WILDFIRES, AND LOW WATER LEVELS

Al